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Embedded Text Inside Images 

Search engines can't read text embedded in 
images. It is considerably better to use HTML 
with CSS styling versus using an image that has 
text embedded within it if you want search 
engines to best understand your content. 
 



ALT Text Optimization 

Spam 

• <img src=“boy.jpg" alt="young boy young kid 
blonde boy black ape black gorilla gorilla statue 
sculpture embrace hug hold standing sitting 
climbing on climb squeeze photo picture image"/> 

Not Good • <img src=“boy.jpg" alt=""/> 

Okay • <img src=“boy.jpg" alt=“kid"/> 

Best 
• <img src=“boy.jpg" alt=“Young Boy Hugging Gorilla 

Statue"> 

ALT Text will help the search engines understand 
what your image is about. They use this 
information to determine relevancy to the 
searches query. 
 
 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/brentdpayne/2425964693/


Image File Name Optimization 

Spam 
• <img src=“Jeremiah-Britney-Kissing-Christina-Matt-Cutts-

Spears-Nude-Madonna-sex-lesbian-kissing-photo.jpg" 
alt="Jeremiah Andrick Kissing Matt Cutts "/> 

Not Good 
• <img src=“IMG0922.jpg" alt="Jeremiah Andrick Kissing 

Matt Cutts"/> 

Okay 
• <img src=“kissing.jpg" alt="Jeremiah Andrick Kissing Matt 

Cutts"/> 

Best 
• <img src=“Jeremiah-Kissing-Matt-Cutts.jpg" alt="Jeremiah 

Andrick Kissing Matt Cutts"> 

Another factor search engines use is the image 
file name. Using an image file name that is 
descriptive will help the search engines know the 
contents of your image. Be sure to separate 
words with hyphens and keep the image name 
less than 5 words long to avoid spam flags. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/brentdpayne/3609981408/


Group Similar Images Into Folders 

Spam 

•BrentDPayne.com/seo-blog/baldseo.jpg 

•BrentDPayne.com/seo-consulting/tribune-tower.jpg 

•BrentDPayne.com/in-house-seo-director/header.jpg 

Not Good 

•BrentDPayne.com/posts/baldseo.jpg 

•BrentDPayne.com/tribune-tower.jpg 

•BrentDPayne.com/custom/front/header.jpg 

Okay 

•BrentDPayne.com/images/baldseo.jpg 

•BrentDPayne.com/images/tribune-tower.jpg 

•BrentDPayne.com/images/site/header.jpg 

Best 

•BrentDPayne.com/images/people/baldseo.jpg 

•BrentDPayne.com/images/structures/buildings/tribune-tower.jpg 

•BrentDPayne.com/images/site/front-page/header.jpg 

It’s important to group images that are similar 
into folders on your server (i.e. animals, plants, 
places, thumbnails, full-size). 
 
Note: Adult images should be more than one 
folder away from the rest of the images! 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/brentdpayne/3194503436/


Anchor Text Optimization 

Spam 
• If you are an SEO and haven’t see the photo of Matt 

Cutts getting kissed by two women near a Britney 
Spears nude photo. 

Not Good 
• OMG! There is a photo of Matt Cutts getting kissed by 

two women. I think it is a great image. View it here! 

Okay 
• Here’s a photo of Matt Cutts getting kissed by two 

women at a search conference in Seattle. 

Best 
• Here’s a photo of Matt Cutts being kissed by two 

women at SMX Advanced 2009. 

Use and influence others linking to your content 
to use relevant anchor text (the blue underlined 
text). Search engines use the text in links to help 
determine the relevancy of the content to search 
queries. 
 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/brentdpayne/3609168065/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/brentdpayne/3609168065/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/brentdpayne/3609168065/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/brentdpayne/3609168065/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/brentdpayne/3609168065/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/brentdpayne/3609168065/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/brentdpayne/3609168065/


Use Descriptive Image Captions 

Spam 
• This photo, taken after they both purchased 

cheap Viagra shipped free from a Canada 
pharmacy, is of Danny kissing Jeremiah. 

Not Good • Photo Credit, Brent D. Payne 

Okay • A guy kissing another guy. 

Best 
• Danny Sullivan kissing Jeremiah Andrick on the 

cheek at SMX Advanced 2009 in Seattle, WA. 

The text around an image helps the search 
engines to gain relevancy as well. Be sure to 
include a description image caption. It’s also 
helpful to code your pages so the image caption 
is near the photo both on the page and in the 
HTML code. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/brentdpayne/3609983980/


Stand Alone Page for Each Image 

Yes. Make an HTML page 
for each image on your 
site. Allow for comments, 
ratings and social media 
sharing. Be sure each page 
has unique content and 
unique title tags though to 
avoid search engines 
seeing duplicate content 
on your site. 
 
Include these HTML pages 
in your sitemap. 
 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/brentdpayne/2428796468/


Share Your Images With Others 

Spam 

• <a href="http://www.flickr.com/photos/brentdpayne/3609168065/" title="young boy 
young kid blonde boy black ape black gorilla gorilla statue sculpture embrace hug hold 
standing sitting climbing on climb squeeze photo picture image"><img 
src="http://farm3.static.flickr.com/2424/3609168065_720953577b_b.jpg" width="1024" 
height="683" alt="young boy young kid blonde boy black ape black gorilla gorilla statue 
sculpture embrace hug hold standing sitting climbing on climb squeeze photo picture 
image" /></a> 

Not Good 
• <a href="http://www.flickr.com/photos/brentdpayne/3609168065/" title=""><img 

src="http://farm3.static.flickr.com/2424/3609168065_720953577b_b.jpg" width="1024" 
height="683" alt="" /></a> 

Okay 
• <a href="http://www.flickr.com/photos/brentdpayne/3609168065/" title=“kid"><img 

src="http://farm3.static.flickr.com/2424/3609168065_720953577b_b.jpg" width="1024" 
height="683" alt=“kid" /></a> 

Best 

• <a href="http://www.flickr.com/photos/brentdpayne/3609168065/" title=“Young Boy 
Hugging Gorilla Statue"><img 
src="http://farm3.static.flickr.com/2424/3609168065_720953577b_b.jpg" width="1024" 
height="683" alt=“Young Boy Hugging Gorilla Statue" /></a> 

Allowing your images to be used on other 
websites will help your images get discovered 
and appear more popular, authoritative, relevant, 
etc. to the search engines. One easy way to share 
your images with others in a controlled fashion is 
via HTML snippets you provide for others to use. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/brentdpayne/2875100634/


Utilize Your Sitemaps for Images 

Google launched in April 2010 the ability to 
assign images to HTML pages in your sitemaps 
file. This enables you to tell Google which image 
file(s) are the most important on the page. 
 
Note: Make sure to reference absolute URLs. 

HTML Page URL 

Image URL 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/brentdpayne/3825170375/


Google News Considerations 

•Google News prefers images in a 4:3 aspect ratio. 

Aspect Ratio 

•Google News significantly prefers larger images 
over medium images but extra large images or 
only slightly better than large images. 

Image Dimensions 

•Google News prefers images that aren’t clickable. 

Non-Clickable Images 

•Google News prefers images that are located on 
the top half of the page and near the H1 tag of 
the page. 

Image Location 
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