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21.9% 

¢ǊƛōǳƴŜΩǎ ¢ǊŀŦŦƛŎ ŦǊƻƳ Search 
January 2007 

40.8% 

¢ǊƛōǳƴŜΩǎ ¢ǊŀŦŦƛŎ ŦǊƻƳ {ŜŀǊŎƘ 9ƴƎƛƴŜǎ 
January 2010 
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¢ǊƛōǳƴŜΩǎ {ŜŀǊŎƘ 9ƴƎƛƴŜ 

Traffic 

¢ǊƛōǳƴŜΩǎ {ǳŎŎŜǎǎ {ǘƻǊȅ 
 
/ƻƳǇŀǊƛƴƎ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нллт ǘƻ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмлΧ 
 
Tripled Number of Visits 
Doubled Percentage of Traffic (22% to 41%) 
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Popularity 

LATIMES 

NYTIMES 

CNN 

PERSONAL 
PROFILES 

SMALL 
WEBSITES 

LOCAL BLOGS 

Popularity 

On-Page 

Off-
Page 

URL 

Link 
Text 

Popularity AUTHORITY RELEVANCE 

Key Factors of SEO 
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Be 
Relevant! 

ωDiscover what the world is talking about 

ωDiscover how the world is talking about 

ωDiscover when the world is talking about it 

ωDiscover where in the world they are talking 
about it 

ωDiscover why the world is talking about it 

ωDiscover who to engage with when talking 
about it 

ωTALK ABOUT IT TOO! 
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SEO: Where Do I Start? 

Weather What are 
people 

searching for? 
How can I find 

out? 

Sports 

Local 
News Movies 

Politics Fashion 

Food 

Horoscopes 

Travel 
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Related Terms & Estimated 
Volume (Month Lag) 

https://adwords.google.com/select/KeywordToolExternal 

https://adwords.google.com/select/home


Related Terms & Estimated 
Volume (Month Lag) 

https://adwords.google.com/select/KeywordToolExternal 

The Google Keyword Research Tool also allows you to find related terms . . .  

 

. . . Or exemplify just how stupid searchers really are! J  

https://adwords.google.com/select/home
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Page Views from G' Trends Efforts 
Only 

Google Trends: Why? 

ω3 interns @ 30% time ea = Total cost 
of $2,000 / month 

Cheap to Implement 

ωTribune averages 800,000 page views 
per month 

Lots of Traffic 

ωSame day results (often same hour) 

Instant Gratification 

ωBig wins here = Big pay off in natural 
inlinks 

Link Building Gold Mine 

Residual Traffic 
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tŜƻǇƭŜ 5ƻƴΩǘ {ŜŀǊŎƘ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ Φ Φ Φ 

? 

Yes! Just posted my 
great story about 
the oily pelicans in 

the gulf to the 
Internet! 
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Χ¢ƘŜȅ {ŜŀǊŎƘ DƻƻƎƭŜΩǎ /ƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Internet 

What an 
awesome story 
about the oily 
pelicans in the 

Gulf of Mexico!! 

I wonder if Google 
has seen a copy of 
my great story yet 
and added it to its 
ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΧ 

Minutes later . . . 
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http://www.google.com/trends 

Google Hot Trends: 
Introduction 

List of Top Search Terms 

ωShows highest volume search terms by percentage of increase 

ωUpdated every hour on the hour 

Powerful for . . . 

ωBreaking news 

ωHistorical top terms by date 

ωGeneral Education on Searcher Behavior 
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Google Hot Trends: An Indication 
of Hourly Search Trends 

ωVolcanic ς Extreme volume, usually high competition 

ωOn Fire ς High volume, considerably less competition 

ωSpicy ς {ǘǊƻƴƎ ǾƻƭǳƳŜΣ ƴƻǘ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŎƘŀǎƛƴƎ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ 
ƘȅǇŜǊƭƻŎŀƭ ǘŜǊƳ ƻǊ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǎƛǘŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ 

ωMedium ς Medium volume, not worth chasing after 

Hotness Factor 

ωGraph ς ²ŀǘŎƘ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǘŎƘ ǘŜǊƳǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ 

ωRelated Searches ς Use them in your content to 
differentiate in high competition times 

Other Things to Consider 
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http://www.google.com/trends 

Google Trends Tricks: 
aƛŎƘŀŜƭ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ 5ŜŀǘƘ 
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301 Redirect Tool for Mass Redirects 

Step 
1 

Step 
2 

Step 
3 

There is also a more advanced tool 
for doing multiple 301-redirects! 
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Relevance 

5ƻƴΩǘ !ǎǎǳƳŜΦ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΦ 
Think Creatively. 
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Total Allocated Time: 15 - 20 min. 

Pick a DΩ¢ǊŜƴŘǎ 
Term 

Site: Search for 
Internal Content 

Locate/Create 
Content 

Notify Partners 
of the 

Destination URL 

Optimize Meta 
Data of 

Destination URL 

Create Page Links 
for Related 

Content 

301 Related 
Outdated 
Content 

Notify Partners 
of 301 Redirects 

Put in SEO 
Priority Modules 

Meta NoFollow 
the Destination 

Page 

Ensure the URL 
Made It Into 
DΩbŜǿǎ 

301 Related 
Topic Pages to 
Destination 

This site 
always seems 
to have the 
trendiest 
content. 

The Breaking News Plan 

@BrentDPayne 



This site 
continues to 

have the 
highest 

PageRank for 
this term. Easy! 

 

Total Allocated Time: 30 - 45min. 

Find a Term You 
Rank Top 3 On 

Make Sure the 
Phrase Has 
Ψ[ŜƎǎΩ 

Keep Same 
Active URL 

Determine 
Appropriate 

Metas for CTR 

Optimize Meta 
Data & Content 

Meta NoFollow 
Entire Page 

Change the Title 
and Description 

tag 

Put a Link to the 
Landing Page On 

Homepage 

Wait Until Day 
of Similar Event 

Keep Title, H1, 
H2, Description 

the SAME! 

Replace Body 
Content with 

Updated Story 

Inlink from 
Similar Content, 
301 Old Content 

Repurposing Old URLs for New Stories 
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Google Trends: Compare 
Search Volume by Terms 

http://www.google.com/trends 

Compare multiple terms to determine which term receives the highest volume of search 
traffic. 

Use the drop down menus to change the date range and regional data sets. 



Geo-Specific Keyword Research? 
¦ǎŜ ΨDƻƻƎƭŜ LƴǎƛƎƘǘǎ ŦƻǊ {ŜŀǊŎƘΩ 

Discover the top volume search terms by 
category and geography 

Discover fastest rising search terms by category 
and geography 

SWEDEN 
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Geo-Specific Keyword Research? 
¦ǎŜ ΨDƻƻƎƭŜ LƴǎƛƎƘǘǎ ŦƻǊ {ŜŀǊŎƘΩ 

Discover the top volume search terms by 
category and geography 

Discover fastest rising search terms by category 
and geography 

GERMANY 

WTF? 
Alcohol 
free?! 
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Geo-Specific Keyword Research? 
¦ǎŜ ΨDƻƻƎƭŜ LƴǎƛƎƘǘǎ ŦƻǊ {ŜŀǊŎƘΩ 

Discover the top volume search terms by 
category and geography 

Discover fastest rising search terms by category 
and geography 

@BrentDPayne 



Geo-Specific Keyword Research? 
¦ǎŜ ΨDƻƻƎƭŜ LƴǎƛƎƘǘǎ ŦƻǊ {ŜŀǊŎƘΩ 

Discover the top volume search terms by 
category and geography 

Discover fastest rising search terms by category 
and geography 
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Geo-Specific Keyword Research? 
¦ǎŜ ΨDƻƻƎƭŜ LƴǎƛƎƘǘǎ ŦƻǊ {ŜŀǊŎƘΩ 

Discover the top volume search terms by 
category and geography 

Discover fastest rising search terms by category 
and geography 

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΗ 
JELLO shots, 

baby!! 
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SEO: Where to Put These Keywords 

Now that we know what people 
ŀǊŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊΧǿƘŜǊŜ Řƻ ǿŜ 

put those keywords for 
maximum benefit? 

@BrentDPayne 



Keyword Usage: HTML Title Tag 

ωUse keyword, followed by colon, followed by 
a typical headline 

ωInsert keyphrase twice if possible 

ωSpeak to a national audience 

ω5ƻƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƻƻ spammy but draw attention 

ωMOST POWERFUL FIELD FOR SEO 
RELEVANCE! 

HTML Title 

This is where it appears 
in Google. 

This is where it appears 
in Google. 

@BrentDPayne 



Create Highly Relevant Header Tags 

ωInclude targeted keyphrase 

ωOnly use one H1 tag per page 

ωUse actual text versus an image 
REQUIRED 

ωExact match keyphrase 

ωPlace keyphrase in front 

ωDifferentiate from HTML Title 

ωBe succinct 

RECOMMENDED 

ωUse for CSS style or other design elements 5h bh¢Χ 
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The Seven Headlines of CNN 

Main Story Headline 
Most Popular Headline 
Homepage Headline 
U.S News Headline 
World News Headline 
CNN Politics Headline 
CNN Specials Headline 
 
 Relevance 
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Get Your URLs Right! 

ωUse targeted keyphrase 

ωSeparate words with hyphens 
REQUIRED 

ωAvoid Jargon 

ωMichelle Obama vs. FLOTUS 

ωHealth Care Reform vs. HCR 

RECOMMENDED 

ωAbbreviate or omit vowels, 
etc. 

5h bh¢Χ 
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Keyword Usage: First Paragraph 

ωInclude targeted keyphrase in the paragraph REQUIRED 

ωUse targeted keyphrase more than once 

ωUse plural or singular version of keywords 

ωUse synonyms of keywords 

ω¦ǎŜ ΨǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǎΩ ƪŜȅǿƻǊŘǎ 

RECOMMENDED 

ωUse content from sites that have stronger 
positioning in search engines for same content 

ωCreate too short of content 

ωKeyword stuff 

5h bh¢Χ 
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SEO Tip: Repurpose Old 
Content 

Hey, you still have 
that great 

ΨaƛŎƘŜƭƭŜ hōŀƳŀ 
ŘǊŜǎǎΩ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘΚ 

Tons of people are 
looking for it again. 

 Umm. I have 
what your 
searchers 

want, yeah. 
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DƻƻƎƭŜ bŜǿǎΥ LǘΩǎ !ōƻǳǘ 
the One-Box 

ωAppears on first page of Google Web for breaking news content 

ωIs piped into several other Google products 

Google News One-Box 

ωDecent traffic (though not like Yahoo! Homepage) 

ωIncreases crawl and indexing in alternative search engines 

Google News Homepage 

@BrentDPayne 



Google News: Inclusion Submission 

ωGoogle News is by submission only. Furthermore, the site must be approved by Google to be in 
Google News.  

Google News Inclusion Submission Form 

ωhttp://www.google.com/support/news_pub/bin/request.py?contact_type=suggest_content 

Submission Form URL 
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Google News is a Different 
Animal 

ω¦ǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƻƴƭȅ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƻƴŎŜΧǘŀƪŜǎ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǾƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŀƴ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ǘǊŜƴŘ 

ωPrefers Fresh URLs (i.e. new URLs) 

ωMUST Have at Least a 3-digit Number in the URL or XML Sitemap 

URL 
Differences 

ωGreater Peaks & Valleys 

ωEasier to Win But Evaporates Quickly 

ωDƻƻƎƭŜ bŜǿǎ ΨhƴŜ-.ƻȄΩ ƛƴ DƻƻƎƭŜ ²Ŝō ƛǎ ¦ƴǇǊŜŘƛŎǘŀōƭŜ 
Traffic Trends 

ωMore a Script Than a Spider 

ωChange to Site Requires Notification to Google News 

ωGoogle News Homepage = Uncertainties 

Less 
Understood 

ωMuch More Reliant on Sitemaps (Specifically News Sitemaps) 

ω{ŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ wƻōƻǘǎΦǘȄǘ tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭ ƻŦ ΨDƻƻƎƭŜōƻǘ-bŜǿǎΩ 

ωControl Crawl to Just News Content 

Robots 
Activity 
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How to Conduct a 
Google News 

Checkup! 
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Step One: Do a Google News Search 

ωMake Sure You Go To Google News 

ωhttp://news.google.com 

Navigate 

ω9ƴǘŜǊ ΨǎƛǘŜΥΩ όƴƻ ǉǳƻǘŜǎύ Lƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ DƻƻƎƭŜ bŜǿǎ {ŜŀǊŎƘ 
Box 

ωImmediately following, enter your domain name (no 
space after the colon) 

¦ǎŜ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ƛǘŜΩ vǳŜǊȅ tŀǊŀƳŜǘŜǊ 

ωClick on the Lower(ish) Left Hand Side to Sort by Date 

Sort the Results 

Sort Results 
Here! 

@BrentDPayne 
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{ǘŜǇ ¢ǿƻΥ {ŜŜ LŦ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ LƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ  

Included! 

Not Included! 
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{ǘŜǇ ¢ƘǊŜŜΥ {ǳōƳƛǘ ¸ƻǳǊ {ƛǘŜ LŦ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ 
Not Included 

ωGo to the Google News Submission Form 

ωhttp://www.google.com/support/news_pub/bin/request.py?contact_type=suggest_content 

Navigate 

ωMake Sure You Use the Publisher Name Specified In Your Google News Sitemap (MUST MATCH!!) 

ωInsert your email address correctly 

ωMake sure you submit your Google News sitemap, not your regular sitemap 

Fill Out the Form Correctly 

Your Correct 
Publication 

Name 

@BrentDPayne 

http://www.google.com/support/news_pub/bin/request.py?contact_type=suggest_content


Step Four: Is It Being Included Quickly? 

ωDoes Google News Seem to Be Including Your Content Quickly? 

ωRemember to Sort Results By Date Versus Relevancy 

ωDoes DΩbŜǿǎ Seem to Be Including All The Appropriate Content? 

Check It 

ωMake sure your Google News Sitemap is working, and that it lists all of your content.  

ωGet more links to your content from Sites/Pages that have many links going to them. 

Fix It 



Step Five: Check Content from Interior 
Pages (Blogs, Subdomains) 

Examples: 
site:blogs.chicagotribune.com 
 
site:latimesblogs.latimes.com 
 
site:chicagonow.com/blogs/gowhere-
hip-hop 
 
site:latimesblogs.latimes.com/ lanow 



Popularity AUTHORITY 
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The Top 25 Most Linked to News Websites in the World 
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 49,888,166  

 -

 10,000,000

 20,000,000

 30,000,000

 40,000,000

 50,000,000

 60,000,000

Wǳǎǘ ¢ǊƛōǳƴŜΩǎ Newspaper Sites Have More Links (Combined) 
Than Any Other Online News Website in the World 
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Pre-
determined 
landing page 
ŦƻǊ Ψ¢ƻǇƛŎ ·Ω 

Story 1 

Story 2 

Story 3 

Blog 1 
Blog 2 

Blog 3 

Section 
A 

Section 
B 

Section 
C 

Now this is popular 
ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘΦ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

rank it well. 

Linking Structure: Organized 
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ωChicago Shopping 
Partnership with Williams-
Sonoma 

ωW-S Grilling Content 

Leverage Partnerships 
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