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• How a Webpage Ranks Well in Search Engines

• Search Engine Market Share

• User Search Behavior
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• Google Trends/Hot Trends/Insights for Search

• Google Keyword Research Tool

• MS/Bing xRank

Keyword 
Research

• Linking Structure
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• HTML Elements for SEO Emphasis
Site Structure
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• Google Blog Search Site Submission
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• all-in-one-seo-pack, get-recent-comments, google-
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page-links-to, redirection, seo-automatic-links, etc.
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How a Webpage Ranks Well in Search 
Engines
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Why the Obsession with Google?

Google
72%

Yahoo!
15%

MS/Bing
8%

Ask
3%

All Others
2%

Eat my 
dust!

Note: Google 
continues to 
grow it’s market 
share each 
quarter!



70% of Users Don’t Go Beyond the 1st

Page of Search Engines!

Well, looks like 
getting to that 

first page is 
REALLY 

important then.
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http://www.google.com/insights/search

Category/Vertical Keyword 
Research

Discover the top volume search terms by 
category

Discover fastest rising search terms by category

http://www.google.com/insights/search/


Just Because YOU Search 
THAT Way . . .

http://www.google.com/trends

Compare multiple terms to 
determine which term 
receives the highest volume of 
search traffic.

Use the drop down menus to 
change the date range and 
regional data sets.

Export the data to a CSV 
(Opens in Excel, must be 
logged into Google Account).

http://www.google.com/trends


http://www.google.com/trends

Breaking News Keyword 
Research

http://www.google.com/trends


https://adwords.google.com/select/KeywordToolExternal

Determining Search Volume 
by Keyword

Provides long list of 
related terms (exports)

Shows approx. search 
volume

Shows advertiser 
competition for terms

Shows keywords by URL

https://adwords.google.com/select/KeywordToolExternal
https://adwords.google.com/select/home


Celebrity/Entertainment 
Keyword Research

•Updates multiple times per 
day

•Graph of trend history

Trends Data

•Celebrities

•Musicians

•Politicians

Categories

•News

•Images

•Videos

Related Articles

http://search.live.com/xrank

Hmm. 
Gates, got 

xRank
right at 
least.

http://search.live.com/xrank
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Links for 
‘Topic X’

Article 2

Article 3

Article 3

Article 3

Article 3

Article 1

Linking Structure: Unorganized

None of this 
content is that 

popular.  I’m not 
going to rank it 

well.



Pre-
determined 
landing page 
for ‘Topic X’

Story 1

Story 2

Story 3 Story 4

Story 5

Story 6

Now this is popular 
content. I’m going to 

rank it well.

Linking Structure: Organized



The Most Important HTML Elements

• The most important HTML element

• Communicate loudly but don’t spam

• Must  be unique!
Title Tag

• Important mainly due to click through not SEO factors 
themselves

• Should be unique,

Meta 
Description

• Reiterate what the title tag states, one H1 per page

• Beat up your designers that use if tor ‘style’ instead of 
SEO emphasis

H1

• Loosely reiterate what your H1 tag states, insert noise

• 2x the number of  H tags on the pageH2

• H3 for breadcrumbs, featured areas, etc.

• Bold tag, strong tag = same thing

• URL  is important for relevance with inbound links

Bold, H3, Italics, 
URL, etc.
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Visibility



Google Webmaster Tools



Google News: Inclusion Submission

• Google News is by submission only. Furthermore, the site must be approved by Google to be in 
Google News. This is done manually but getting included is not as difficult as you may think. It’s 
always worth making the attempt.

Google News Inclusion Submission Form

• http://www.google.com/support/news_pub/bin/request.py?contact_type=suggest_content

Download this Plugin

http://www.google.com/support/news_pub/bin/request.py?contact_type=suggest_content


Google News: It’s About 
the One-Box

• Appears on first page of Google Web for breaking news content

• Is piped into several other Google products

Google News One-Box

• Decent traffic (though not like Yahoo! Homepage)

• Increases crawl and indexing in alternative search engines

Google News Homepage



Google News is a Different 
Animal

• Looks Once

• 301 Doesn’t Retrigger

• Prefers Fresh URLs (i.e. new URLs)

• MUST Have at Least a 3-digit Number in the URL (or sitemap)

URL 
Differences

• Greater Peaks & Valleys

• Easier to Win But Evaporates Quickly

• Google News ‘One-Box’ in Google Web is Unpredictable
Traffic Trends

• More a Script Than a Spider

• Change to Site Requires Notification to Google News

• Google News Homepage = Uncertainties

Less 
Understood

• Much More Reliant on Sitemaps (Specifically News Sitemaps)

• No Separation of Googlebot from ‘Gnewsbot’

• Causes Control Issues for Webmaster

Robots 
Activity
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Essential Plugins: All in One SEO Pack

• Allows for significant flexibility on the most important SEO 
aspects such as: title tag editing, flexibility to enter additional 
metas, duplicate content mitigation, canonical URLs, etc.

All in One SEO Pack

• http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/all-in-one-seo-pack/

Download this Plugin

http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/all-in-one-seo-pack/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/all-in-one-seo-pack/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/all-in-one-seo-pack/
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http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/all-in-one-seo-pack/
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http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/all-in-one-seo-pack/


Essential Plugins: Get Recent 
Comments

• Best for smaller blogs because the links to the posts with the 
most recent comments get linked to from the homepage. 
Increasing freshness in the Google index.

Get Recent Comments

• http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/get-recent-comments/

Download this Plugin

http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/get-recent-comments/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/get-recent-comments/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/get-recent-comments/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/get-recent-comments/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/get-recent-comments/


Essential Plugins: Google News 
Sitemap Generator

• Generates a sitemap in the proprietary Google News Sitemap 
format.

Google News Sitemap Generator

• http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/google-news-sitemap-
generator/

Download this Plugin

http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/google-news-sitemap-generator/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/google-news-sitemap-generator/
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Essential Plugins: Google Web Sitemap 
Generator

• Generates an XML Sitemap that is compatible with Google and 
most other major search engines. Increases ease of crawlability for 
the search engines and also improves frequency of crawl.

Google Web Sitemap Generator

• http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/google-sitemap-generator/

Download this Plugin

http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/google-sitemap-generator/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/google-sitemap-generator/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/google-sitemap-generator/
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Essential Plugins: Page Links to

• Allows you to redirect any page/URL to any other page/URL of 
your choice. You can even choose a 301 redirect or 302 redirect 
option. Note: Always use 301 redirect though.

Page Links to

• http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/page-links-to/

Download this Plugin

http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/page-links-to/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/page-links-to/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/page-links-to/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/page-links-to/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/page-links-to/


Essential Plugins: Redirection

• Unlike ‘Page Links to’, this plugin allows you to find 404 
pages and redirect them to other locations.

Redirection

• http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/redirection/

Download this Plugin

http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/redirection/


Essential Plugins: SEO Smart Links

• Allows for consistent inline links in posts, comments, etc. to 
specified destination URLs. Helps to drive consistent anchor text 
to landing pages of your choice.

SEO Smart Links

• http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/seo-automatic-links/

Download this Plugin

http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/seo-automatic-links/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/seo-automatic-links/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/seo-automatic-links/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/seo-automatic-links/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/seo-automatic-links/
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Contact Info

• Director, Search Engine Optimization
• Tribune Company, 435 N. Michigan, Chicago, IL 60611

• Office: 312.527.8387

• Cell: 312.324.3344

• Email: bpayne@tribune.com

• Instant Messenger/Personal Email: 
bpayne@gmail.com

• Twitter: @BrentDPayne (follow w/ caution)

• Driver’s License Number: BDP24456U8

• Passport Number: 443876284

Brent D. Payne


